SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2016 – 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the Regular Meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, November 7, 2016, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Cheryl Brumfield followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioners Present: Don Boihem, Cheryl Brumfield, Ernie Drake III, Bill Joubert and Lucas Watkins
Commissioners Absent:  James Daniels II, and Daryl Ferrara
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; and  Don Ellzey, Hammond Daily Star
Visitors were welcomed.
President Boihem asked for a motion to approve the November 7, 2016 Agenda, as presented.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission accept the  November 7, 2016 Agenda. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins

Nays: 0 Absent: 2  Daniels II, and Ferrara
Approval of Minutes:

It was moved by Commissioner Brumfield and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, for the meeting held on October 11, 2016.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II,  and Ferrara
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Treasurer Watkins presented the financials for the period ending September 30, 2016, reporting that the total revenues were $47,738.41 and the total expenses were $19,080.01 leaving a net income of $28,658.40. The October and November financials will be made available at the December meeting. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the September, 2016  financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield. Motion passed. Yeas: 5  Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (322)          
a) Resolution
Since the last meeting Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, reported that the documents were signed with, engineer of record, URS/AECOM to begin the engineering study for the potential Flood Wall Plans and the project process will start immediately. He will update the Commission as to alternative possibilities for the flood wall as soon as possible. 
2.  Prospective Tenant (s) Update 

The port director reported having a couple of meetings at the port site with a potential prospect for two potential manufacturing and trans-loading operation. President Boihem was also available to attend the meetings. The first visit was in response to a LA Department of Economic Development prospect inquiry. As a result, the company representatives from Michigan landed at the Hammond airport along with seven other representatives travel to view the port facility.  The company manufactures a variety of product materials related to the Polymer Pellet Manufacturing industry. The companies interest was to essentially bring in liquid bulk products by barge and manufacture the pellets at the facility, utilizing all three modes of transportation, Barge, Truck and Rail.  This could be an investment opportunity for the port and also for getting on the potential port location site list.  An additional site visit was from a Canadian National Railroad account member that took place in regards to a transloading location for lumber for outbound shipments going to northern part’s of U.S. and Canada.   A brief summary was given relative to a recent article published in a Maritime Journal pertaining to the U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) grant that was awarded to the Port of New Orleans and Port of Baton Rouge, stating that they had co-applied for port infrastructure to facilitate the container and barge shipments that had started in the past 6 months. Empty containers are being shipped down from Memphis and loaded at the Port of Baton Rouge. The products are primarily Polymer Pellets a product that is now being targeted by the Port. In concluding  the update, the director stated he would look into the possibility of  locating a grant writer to help/assist to obtain grant funding that could benefit the Port Manchac facility. He also stated that he would keep the Commission posted as he moves forward in seeking a grant writer possibly from Tangipahoa Parish. 
Commissioner Brumfield asked what was the time line for the Michigan company seeking a transloading location for their project.  In response it was stated that according to the information provided by the Louisiana Department of  Economic Department, the prospect was looking to make a decision before the end of year and begin operations within the 2nd  or 3rd  Quarter of 2017. 
3. Invoice Payment Approval 

Commissioner/Treasurer Watkins presented for the Commissioners review and payment approval the following Invoices.
a)  Liuzza Trucking Invoice Date 10/20/2016   for Dozer work $500.00

b)  North MS Rail, LLC , Inv.# 7299 (Project MA 30/29 Const. Consulting) $1,800

c)  Costal Use Permit – Water Bottom Lease area $ 750

It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission approve payment on the November invoices as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, 

Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
4. FEMA EMERGENCY/Stand-by Generator Project Update 

The port director informed the Commissioner that since the last meeting the advertising process for the FEMA Emergency/Stand-by Project had begun and the RFP notice will be published/advertised in the Port’s Journal of Record; The Ponchatoula Times, The Daily Star , it will also be listed  electronically on the Central Auction House website. The interested parties are directed to contact URS/AECOM for a set of plans. In addition, a mandatory pre-bid meeting will be scheduled at the port site on November 16, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. for all interested parties who will be bidding on that project.
5. Federal Appropriations Small Vessel Dock Project

Since the last meeting the port director announced that the bidding process had also begun for the Bulkhead Small Vessel Dock Project.  The interested bidders are instructed to contact the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission where the plans are available for distribution. This project will also be advertised in the 
in the Port’s Journal of Record; The Ponchatoula Times and The Daily Star and will not be available electronically. The interested contractors are required to register when picking up plans and are also required to visit the port site to be familiar with existing conditions and should take field measurements of the existing concrete runs, slabs, and pilings in order to present an accurate bid.
6.  Vegetation Maintenance & Enhancement Project
      a) Resolution

The port director gave an update on the status of the Vegetation Maintenance Project along Hwy 51 and I-55 in front of the port site. Preliminary clearing/cutting of debris and trees in the area had been

done in the past for the purpose of having a better view from interstate of the Port Manchac Terminal. He stated that now that the weather is permissible, it would be an ideal time to move forward with this project and asked that the Commission proceed with the advertisement for the project bid/RFP process.
A resolution was introduced by Secretary Drake III in regards to the Vegetation Maintenance Project
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Brumfield that the Commission authorize Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, to advertise Request For Proposals/Bid for the Vegetation Maintenance and Enhancement Project (LA-DOTD Permit # 152806) for services to be rendered for the removal of Vegetation in a 115’ x1300’- 3.5 acre area along the I-55/Hwy 51 right-of-way in front of Port Manchac. 
The project is to be advertised in the Port’s Official Journal of Record, The Ponchatoula Times, for requesting bid/proposals for the related project that will be coordinated with the LA Department of Natural Resources Office of Coastal Management. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
New Business
 1. Adopt the Proposed Amended 2016 Budget
     a) Resolution
The port director presented for the Commission’s review and discussion a copy of the proposed amended 2016 budget of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission acting as the governing authority of the Tangipahoa Parish Port District. 

It was moved by Commissioner Watkins, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission adopt the Proposed Amended 2016 Budget, as presented. Motion passed. Roll Call Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
 2. Approval of the Proposed 2017 Budget for Public Hearing

    a) Resolution
The port director also presented for the Commissioner’s review, discussion and approval a copy of the proposed 2017 budget for the Public Hearing to be held on December 13, 2016. 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake III and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission approve the Proposed 2017 Budget, as presented, for the Public Hearing to be held at 12:00 noon on December 13, 2016 prior to its regular meeting. The Proposed 2017 budget anticipates Total Revenues of $2,928.099.99 and Total Expenses of $3,200,812.52 leaving a Negative Net Income of $272,712.53.  Motion passed. Roll Call, Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
3. Public Hearing & Regular Meeting Date
The Commission approved authorization to publishing of the Public Hearing Notice for the adoption of the 2017 Proposed Budget, as required by Louisiana Law, in the Port’s official journal of record, Ponchatoula Times, on week of November 17, 24 and December 8, 2016. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Boihem, Brumfield, Drake III, Joubert and Watkins Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II, and Ferrara
Remarks: 
The port director, as a reminder, informed the Commissioner’s that the mandatory Annual State of LA online Ethic Training is due by December 31, 2016. This can be done via computer before the end of the year. The Port of New Orleans will also be hosting their Holiday Reception Event sometime in late December and information will be forward as to day, time and location. He also extended thanks and appreciation to Commissioner’s Boihem and Joubert for attending and for the opportunity to be a speaker at the Hammond Kiwanis Club luncheon for November. He also thanked Don Ellzey with the Daily Star for the news article’s  on port updates. President Boihem thanked everyone for their interest and dedication to the Port saying that they are definitely heading in the right direction and thanks for your attendance at the meeting.

There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Drake III that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25pm.
___________________________________

Ernest Drake III, Secretary STPPC
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